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The Site in the University District (2018)



Neighborhood development represented in figure ground images, 

1912 (above left) and 1936



Historic views of the 

University District in 

1905 (above left), 

1907 (above right)

and ca. 1925 (left)



Examples of University District apartment buildings from 

1910 (directly below), 1916 (Right) and 1927 (lower image)



Aerial views of the mid-century 

University District before the I-5 

freeway construction: looking 

southeast in 1953 (left), and 

northeast at the new University 

dorms and Campus Parkway in 

1955 (above).



Construction of the building for original owners,

William and Margaret Coles.

From the Seattle Times, November 2, 1924:

“… a new, $30,000 apartment house, 1205 E. 42nd St., 

built for William Coles and to be managed 

by John Davis & Co.” 



The building, an 

investment property, 

is cited again in the 

Seattle Times, 

September 12, 1931” 

“Apartments and 

residence properties 

… lead in current real 

estate activity.





Reference Floor Plans (1979) indicate the original configuration with 

multiple internal stairs and five apartments, two on each of the upper 

floors and one in the basement.



Elevation & Section drawings (1979) show the exterior steps and porch 

additions and infill of interior stairs and basement.



Current

Floor Plan

Sketches



Other Buildings by Earl  A. Roberts: 

• Seibert Garage/Lenora Building, below(1924, 

demolished 2009)

• Benjamin Franklin Hotel with architect 

Thomas Hooper, left (1929, demolished 1980)



Other Buildings by Architect by Earl  A. Roberts: 

• Lake View School (1918-19), Mercer Island (left)

• 5th Church of Christ Scientist/Rainier Valley Cultural 

Center (1921), Columbia City (middle row, left)

• Arthur Wright Mortuary (1930), Queen Anne Hill (below 

and lower left)



University District buildings by the prolific Earl A. Roberts:

• Washington Manor Apartments (1924-1925)

• Cavalier Apartments (1926 - 2010) 

• Malloy Apartments (1928)

• Commodore Duchess Apartments (1927)

• Smart Apartments (1924) 





Other Eclectic Mediterranean Style 

apartment buildings, 1909 - 1930



The Western Building & Leasing Company Apartments / La 

Quinta, 710 E Denny (1927), attributed to architect William H. 

Whiteley



The Current Neighborhood Context – An aerial view looking north



Historic neighborhood buildings include several designated landmarks and older apartment complexes 



Neighboring buildings also 

include older houses, such as 

the Four Square types that 

have been converted to multi-

family use, and mid-century 

Modern, low-rise apartments.



The Villa Camini Building

Primary North Facade



Primary North and West Facades



The secondary East Façade showing stair and porch addition



Secondary South Façade (photo from ca. 1980, prior to neighboring construction)



The Main Entry off NE 42nd Street



Secondary Entries



Exterior Views



Interior – An upper floor apartment



Interior – A basement u

nit
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